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Washington Parish Council Planning and Transport Committee Meeting

MINUTES of the Committee Meeting held on Monday, 15th September 2014 at Washington Village Hall

PRESENT: Cllrs C Beglan, L Britt, T Cook , P Heeley (Chairman) 

ALSO: Clerk to the Council Petrina Kingham

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: 4
ABSENT: Cllr M Turley

Councillor Heeley opened the Meeting at 19:51 hrs
1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr M Turley (work commitments) 


2. Declarations of Interest from members in any item to be discussed and agree Dispensations 

There were none declared

3. To approve the Minutes of the last Planning & Transport Committee meeting 

The minutes of the Meeting of 18th August 2014 were AGREED as being a correct record and duly signed by the Chairman

4. Public question time


Cllr Heeley adjourned the Meeting to allow members of the public to speak.

Mr Richard Palmer has requested to speak in support of his new application for Laneside, Veras Walk Storrington.  Cllr Heeley explained that as the application had not yet been validated by Horsham District Council, Washington Parish Councillors were unable to comment on the application.  Mr Palmer showed a number of plans and drawings to the Committee and emphasised that the overall footprint of the property would only be extended over the front pathway and that he proposed to keep the vegetation much the same as the existing.  He was keen to improve the overall efficiency of the property by the optimisation of window location, to blend the front of the property into the surrounding by using cedar cladding.  The back of the building was contemporary but that was not out of keeping with other developments in Heath Common.  Mr Palmer confirmed he had seen the Heath 
Common Visual Design Statement.  Neighbours in Oldstocks and Sleepy Hollow had been consulted and had no objections so long as their boundary and foundations were protected.  Mr Palmer confirmed he was happy to accommodate a site visit.
Cllr Heeley thanked Mr Palmer for his attendance and reconvened the Meeting at 20:06
5. Planning applications and consultations:

SDNP/14/04142/TCA Brockhurst Barn , The Street, Washington, Pulborough, RH20 4AS, Surgery to a row of Beech Trees (G1)  surgery to 1 x Ash tree (T1) and surgery to 1 x Sycamore tree  (T2) Trees in a Conservation Area. 

Councillors AGREED they had no objections to this application.

DC/14/1781 Spring Gardens Washington Pulborough West Sussex RH20 3BS Side infill extension and open porch to front elevation.
Councillors AGREED thy had no objections to this application
DC/14/1798 – tree works Chancton Lea, Chestnut Close, Storrington RH20 3PA – fell two birch trees located in back garden. No TPO – conservation area. 
Councillors AGREED they had no objections to this application

DC/14/1720 - Land North of 6 Montpelier Cottages Old London Road Washington West Sussex

Construction of 3 x two bedroom terraced dwellings.

Councillors AGREED they had no objections to this application.  
Cllr Heeley confirmed that Horsham District Council had raised a Strategic Planning objections on the basis of CP5 DC1 and the presumption in favour of sustainable development within the NPPF.  This was due to the sites position which it was stated was unrelated to the built up area boundary and therefore considered to be in an unsustainable location.

Councillors were concerned that the maps supplied to them and those used on which to base the objections were out of date and did not show significant existing development which had taken place since the plans had been submitted, these included Lamorna, the extension of Country Market and pending applications in the locality. The objections were therefore not based on the correct information and were open to challenge on this basis.

Councillors commended the proposed provision of small affordable units which were required as part of the shortfall provision within the District. Councillors requested the Officer undertake a site visit in view of their comments.
Councillors confirmed that should the Officer be mindful to refuse the application they wished the matter to be referred to Development Control and confirmed their attendance at any related hearing.

DC/14/1604 Proposed single-storey rear extensions to house and garage, and erection front porch Chanctonbury Sanctuary Lane Storrington Pulborough West Sussex RH20 3JE 
Councillors AGREED they had no objections to this application.  

DC/14/1770 Gorse Bank Close Storrington Pulbourough West Sussex RH20 3AQ

Erection of one and a half storey dwelling in the grounds.

Councillors AGREED they had no objections to this application but requested that if Officers were minded to grant the Application there should be a condition which required adequate screening for neighbouring properties and in particular Hazeldene Lodge.
	


SDNP/14/04310/HOUS School House School Lane Washington Pulborough RH20 4AP
Single storey side extension.  

As plans were received on 15th September 2014 Councillors AGREED to DEFER consideration until the Full Council Meeting on 6th October 2014. Clerk to request an extension be granted for responses until 7th October 2014.

6. Enforcement issues update

EN/13/0544 Fence and gate on Rock Lane Enforcement Update.
The owner has removed the gate from the posts and all non- compliant posts have been removed from the highway.  The matter is now a retrospective planning issue.  The Officer who will be dealing with the retrospective application is John Attfield.  Councillors AGREED to review the matter of a retrospective application at the Planning and Transport Meeting of 20th October 2014.

EN/14/0391 Sandhill Lodge alleged unauthorised structure (Class E Permitted Development)

The clerk provided an update at the Full Council meeting of 1st September 2014 (Minute reference 14.83.3.).  The Council’s letter of objection has been lodged and is on the portal.  The Clerk confirmed the matter of the development falling with the curtilage of the listed building had been raised by the Officer.  Cllr Turley’s late addition to the Agenda was reviewed and Councillors felt that the matters raised had already been addressed. 
The clerk was asked to chase a further response from the Officer and provide an update at the next Planning and Transport Meeting.

DC/10/1457 – EN/14/0420 (Former RMC Site) – Breach of Condition 16 (acoustic mitigation scheme)

Update provided at full council meeting 1st September 2014 (Minute 14.83.2.).

Cllr Heeley read from an email update provided by the John Attfield.  This confirmed the matter had been referred to Chris Lyons (Director in charge pf HDC Planning). Mr Lyons confirmed that the Council has set clear deadlines for action by the applicant and if not complied with the Council will pursue the matter.  A properly constructed acoustic fence should reduce the noise implications.
 
Councillors NOTED the further comment that DC/14/0921 and 0915 would be taken on its own merits and the granting of permission for a neighbouring site will be a consideration but does not indicate automatic support.  The application will need to be carefully assessed.
Councillors welcomed the confirmation that the matter was being pursued vigorously as the acoustic barrier should have been in place prior to residents moving into property the David Wilson Development as a Condition of the permission granted on appeal.
Councillors still awaited an update on this and the other reserved matters.  Councillors AGREED that the Clerk should write to Mr Coles to request confirmation that:
1. That there would be a STOP on further occupation of the David Wilson site until the appropriate enforcement investigations had been carried out.
2. That no weight should be given to any letters complaining about the noise from the Kennels as a reason for permission or relocation until the Condition relating to adequate noise reduction had been fulfilled in its entirety.

Councillors confirmed that should the matter proceed to a full application and the permission was granted they would seek a referral to Development Control.

7. To receive planning department decisions

DC/14/1548 - Change of use of the Mill from Office to residential use (Full Planning)
Rock Mill, The Hollow, Rock Road, Washington, West Sussex
Councillors NOTED Highways have confirmed no objection to this application (letter circulated to Councillors 29.08.14).
8. Appeals

Councillors NOTED there were none at the time of writing
9. Transport issues

A283 Pedestrian crossing
Councillors NOTED from West Sussex County Council confirming it has sufficient capacity to assist the Parish in the delivery of this scheme in a reasonable timeframe. This was a significant change from the previous stance where the Parish Council had been asked to deliver the project themselves.
The Clerk confirmed the costing given for the solar VAS were between £13,000.00 - £16,000.00, the current S106 fund was £7417.00 and the Council had allowed a further £9,000.00 in its budget towards the VAS and the associated costs of installation and permissions.

Councillors confirmed that in the Full Council Meeting of 7th July 2014 (Minute reference 14.51.5) Councillors voted in favour of the VAS Solar option and on that basis the Clerk was asked to contact West Sussex County Council and ask they proceed.  Councillors asked for accurate costings and that WSCC give their full cooperation in ensuring the matter does not go over the budget allowed.
Speedwatch

The Clerk had re circulated the relevant emails and updates on 15th September 2014.  Councillors AGREED that they had not had sufficient time to read the information circulated and the matter was therefore DEFERRED until the Planning and Transport Meeting of 20th October 2014.

Proposed Speed limit reduction from Water Lane junction to Washington Roundabout A283 
The Clerk had provided an update in the Full Council Meeting of 1st September 2014 (Minute reference 14.83.7). As the minutes of the Full Council Meeting of the 4th August 2014 had now been agreed the Clerk is to forward a copy of the  Minutes to Storrington and Sullington Parish Council with an explanation for the change in decision and a further copy to County Councillor Circus.

Caladh

Cllrs Beglan, Heeley and Cook had undertaken a site visit.  They reported that in their view even if the trees were not located where they were access and egress would be difficult.  After consideration Councillors AGREED they could not support removal of either of the healthy trees.  It was suggested that the resident could relocate the drive to a more central position.  The Clerk was asked to advise County Councillor Circus of the decision.

To formulate and agree the Local Winter Management Plan 2014/2015 for recommendation to Full Council 

Councillors confirmed that they did not require volunteers to assist with the spreading of salt and grit and that disclaimers were to be situated in all the Parishes grit bins and the Plan updated accordingly.

Councillors confirmed that the arrangements with Andrew Luckin and Andy Allen were covered by the Council’s own insurance and that they were only required to deliver salt/grit to the grit bins and not to spread salt in the identified ‘Problem Areas’.   

The Clerk confirmed that Mr Luckin and Mr Allens PIL insurance should cover them when working for WSCC but as of yet she had not received copies of these. 

The Clerk will seek confirmation from Zurich in respect of delivery by Mr Luckin and Mr Allen to the Parish Council’s grit bins.
To discuss and recommend a response to the A27 Action Campaign (circulated 08.09.14) 
Councillors AGREED to fully support the campaign and asked Clerk to respond to the link accordingly

www.a27action.co.uk
10. Any Other Planning and Transport issues:

Road works

No proposed works reported at the time of drafting

To formulate a response to the Joint West Sussex Minerals Local Plan (circulated 08.09.14)
Councillors AGREED that there was insufficient information on which to base any comments and asked the Clerk to respond accordingly.

Fly tipping in the Hollow  - to consider signage and wording
Councillors agreed that the Clerk should approach Horsham District Council who supply the appropriate signs.  Locations for two signs (with permission) – BIFFA site and Dudmans and cost out purchase and installation options.
The Meeting closed at 21.08

Time and date of next Meeting 20th October 2014 at 19.45.

Signed …………………………..


              Dated……………………………
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